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Blend It: Engaging students in 
the AP (or any!) classroom



Today’s agenda (where we’re headed)

 Brief introduction

 The many flavors of 
blended learning

 Elements of successful 
AP courses

 Show and tell

 Getting you there!Image credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/sammy0716/3005591006/



What is Blended Learning?

Image used under a Creative Commons license

http://www.flickr.com/photos/notionscapital/4928338208/in/photostream/


Definitions

 There are many different interpretations

 Factors that contribute to differing definitions include
 Time

 Model(s)

 Delivery

 Rationale

 Technology 

 Program level versus classroom level implementation



Context is Key

 Focus of many definitions is often on “how” rather than 
“why” 

 Rationales vary: 
 Time and Money

 Student Engagement

 Personalized Instruction 

 21st Century Skills

 Transformative Practice

 Primary goal: create more effective, engaging, and 
flexible ways for students to learn and gain mastery



VHS AP courses

• 11-12 enrollment; 20 course titles, 65 sections, 1362 
enrollments (as-of November 10th)

• High AP test take rate (near 80%), with pass rates (3-5 and 
4-5) that exceed national averages. 

• Elements leading to student success:

• Collaborative 

• Engaging, creative course activities

• Varied assessments

• Community of educators



Time to tour!

 Examples from VHS courses illustrate types of 
activities that can be created.

 Focus will be on sharing OER resources

 Three “categories” for our discussion
 High quality content or course resources

 Create producers of knowledge

 Increase interaction and collaboration



Content/ 
Resources

 Increased engagement and student 
interest 

 Fosters independence and student 
responsibility for learning

 Types of resources
 High quality digital textbooks – more than 

just flat PDFs of physical textbooks

 Interactive multimedia content

 Assessment tools for formative assessment

 Teacher-created materials





Individual 
producers 

of 

knowledge

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy

http://edorigami.wikispaces.com/Bloom%27s+Digital+Taxonomy







hhspress is a student run news site produced 
by Hopkinton High School students (Hopkinton, MA)







into the curriculum

embedded





Sample Mixbook from Spanish I Class

http://www.mixbook.com/photo-books/education/las-cuatro-estaciones-4729040
http://www.mixbook.com/photo-books/education/las-cuatro-estaciones-4729040
http://www.mixbook.com/photo-books/education/las-cuatro-estaciones-4729040




Student interaction and collaboration









AP English Lit – Petersburg, AK

 I use the digital technology in everything.  My classes are on Moodle. 
(pcsdonline.org) The students submit all their essays and discussion 
posts on the Moodle site.  Students collaborate or work on their own on 
questions, projects, and some writing assignments through Moodle.  

Additionally, the students all have the iLife suite. They regularly make 
movies and podcasts and other projects that correlate in various ways 
to the literature we study in class.

Specific examples include 

-scenes from plays or novels
-podcasts of sestinas or villanelles written about pieces of literature
-Glogsters, Animotos, Powerpoints (old school)
-raps and songs they've produced in connection to our class material
-movie trailers of hypothetical films of the books/plays/stories we've 
read



Additionally, I have a SmartBoard, and my students will have the SmartBoard

software on their computers starting this fall, meaning that I can push out 

interactive lessons and they can produce their own presentations for the class 

on such topics as poetry analysis, essay

construction, lessons with embedded movie clips, and more and more.

All of this technology is very important in our school, as we in our location have 

students who travel for activities and miss many school days. They take their 

computers and have much more access to the  classroom than they did 

without their machines.

Susan Hardin

AP English Literature and Composition

Petersburg, AK



How Do I Get Started?

How to get started…

Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/45699481@N04/4664596482/sizes/z/in/photostream/



4 C’s of 
Blended 

Learning

Contemplate

Customize

Communicate

Cultivate

Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/langwitches/3557894144/



Contemplate

Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/wonderlane/37531816/



Think about Design not Technology

Design should lead your use of technology, not 
the other way around

Focus on course  goals & learning objectives

Plan ahead and start early



Customize

 Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/abbot45/2539810093/sizes/z/in/photostream/



• Incorporate a variety of media and 
voices into your approach (e.g., text, 
video, podcasts, websites, discussion 
forums, wikis/blogs, journals, 
slideshows, etc.)

Diversify 
your 

approach

• Use Open Educational Resources to 
integrate quality content, create 
engaging learning experiences, and 
take students beyond the classroom

Move 
beyond the 

textbook

• Rethink how to measure 
student progress and mastery in 
a blended environment

Realign 
assessment



Communicate

 Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_virginia/2898490491/sizes/z/in/photostream



Establish clear 
expectations, 

directions, and lines of 
communication

Use multiple modes 
and voices (syllabus, 

announcements, email, 
blog, podcasts, etc. )

Provide timely 
feedback as often as 

possible to your 
students

Be present online: 
students need to know 

you are there 

Communicate



Cultivate

 Photo credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/globetrotter1937/2692008540/sizes/z/in/photostream/



Collaboration & community 
for your students

Professional community of 
peers for yourself

Knowledge: seek opportunities 
to build upon your own 
content knowledge and 
technical competencies

Photo credit social networking: http://www.flickr.com/photos/intersectionconsulting/4126503365/sizes/m/in/photostream/
Photo credit stack of books :http://www.flickr.com/photos/katerha/5021019816/sizes/z/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/intersectionconsulting/4126503365/sizes/m/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/katerha/5021019816/sizes/z/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/katerha/5021019816/sizes/z/in/photostream/


Top OER by Subject

 Fine Arts: http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/fine-arts-
oer

 Foreign Languages: 

http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/foreign-language-oer

 Language Arts: 
http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/language-arts-oer

 Math: http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/math-oer

 Science: http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/science-oer

 Social Studies/History: 
http://www.diigo.com/list/cdworrell/social-studies-oer
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Thank you for 
your time!

Amy Michalowski

VHS

amichalowski
@govhs.org


